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HonorableOrme Leuls
AesistantSeo=taxy
of the Interior
Departmentof the Interior
Washington25$ l).C.

DearMr. Lewis!

The enclosureforwardedwithyour letterof May 13,195&
enumeratesaorrectlyjinsofaras theAtomicEnergy ComMssion
is able to ascertaln$themeasureswhich are currentlykein~
undertakenby theCommanderIn Chief~ Pacifiofor the re-
settlementof tienativesevaouatedfrom Rongolapand Utirik.
The Commanderin Chief,?acifiuhas indicatedthathe would
Implement,withassistancefrom the AtomicEnergyCommissions
suchmeasures as are requiredin resettlingtheMarshallese.
This positionhas been concurredin by the Chief of Naval
Operation.

With primaryresponsibilityfor this mattur residingin the
Commanderin Chief,Pacific,it is Apparentthat theAtomic
EnergyCommissionis not in a positionto aesure thatall
detailsoutlinedin Mr. Midkd,fftslettertill be executed.
Hotieverjsincethe CommanderIn Chief,Pacific has requested
thathe be givenresponsibilityfor thesematterswith the
exceptionof the continuedmedicalcare of theseHarshall
Islandresidents,and the Chief of NavalOperationshas
concurred~therecan be littledoubtof his ulYMngness to
fulfillLhe obligationsentailedin the resettlementof the
natives.

Insofaras contlnuecimedical checksare concerned,the Atomia
EnergyCommissionhas acceptedthis responsibility.Dr. Bughers
our Directorof tie Divisionof Biologyand Medicineshas
di:cussedwith the High Commissionerof the Trust Territoryof
the PacificIslandspossiblemeans of implementingthisCorn.
missionresponsibility.In additions the Commissiontill Insure
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that periodicsurveysof Rongel.ap are undertaken to determine
the earliestpossible date when the natives may be returnedto
theiroriginalhomes.

As ever, the Atomic Enerw Commissionstands ready to assist
in any manner in which it is able, to Seaurea Satisfactcq
solutionto any problemsuhlchmay afisein resettlingthe
Marshalleseevaouatedfrom Rongelapand Utirlk.

Sincerely youraj

K. D. Nichols
GeneralManager
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